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Climate change – what is happening



• UK Climate Change Act – a 
legal duty to reduce 
emissions

• Cut emissions by 78% by 
2035

• Achieve net-zero carbon 
emission by 2050





• Declared climate emergency – July 2019

• Commitment to prepare a carbon reduction 
action plan

• Stakeholder engagement

• MHDC Members & Staff

• Town & Parish Councils

• Community organisations

• Statutory bodies etc

• DZ Plan adopted by MHDC in January 2020

What are MHDC doing?





Council’s own GHG emissions to net-zeroReduce
district-wide GHG emissions towards net-
zeroReduce

size of the low carbon economyGrow

the amount of renewable energy generatedIncrease
the amount of carbon captured through 
Council actionIncrease

Key measures of success…..



Destination Zero
Annual Update 2021/22 



MHDC Carbon 
Emissions 2021/22















Priority 7 - Use tree 
planting, pollinator 
sites, wetlands, 
wildflower 
meadows and other 
natural measures to 
capture and store 
carbon

• Identify council owned land suitable for habitat 
restoration, including tree planting and other 
forms of carbon capture

• Implement the restoration and enhancement of the 
land at Hallow for biodiversity/habitat 
improvement and carbon sequestration

• Work with parish councils, partners and other 
landowners to encourage habitat restoration and 
creation projects and other forms of carbon capture 
on land they own



Priority 7 - Use tree 
planting, pollinator 
sites, wetlands, 
wildflower 
meadows and other 
natural measures to 
capture and store 
carbon

• Implement priority conservation objectives 
featured in the Biodiversity Action Plan and work 
with partners across Worcestershire to restore and 
enhance species, habitats and their connectivity 
through Nature Recovery Networks 

• Reduce the cutting of verges (not at the cost of 
highway safety) and open spaces to protect 
wildflowers

• Explore more sustainable options for disposing of 
green waste from our own activities/land



Land at Hallow

• MHDC purchased in 2020 – 18ha of degraded arable 
lane

• Restore species-rich flood meadow and fen

• Improve overall biodiversity of the site and specific 
habitats
• Seasonal wetlands, wildflower meadows, 

hedgerow planting, reseeded grassland

• Soil carbon sampling to track sequestration as a result 
of site restoration

• Improving water quality and alleviating flooding

• Improved visitor accessibility



Warmer winters and summers Wetter winters and drier summers



Flooding…

Evesham 2007

Tenbury 2020Upton 2014

Pershore 2019



Heatwaves…

Malvern Hills 2018 

Hartlebury Common 2022

Wildfire

River Teme 2018 

River Wye 2022 

Drought



Ecological 
Emergency



What are the 
biggest 
impacts/risks 
to the AONB?

Flooding

Drought and 
heatwaves

Erosion, landslip 
and loss of soil

Pollution of 
watercourses

Wildfires

Changes to 
habitats and 

species

Effects on crops, 
livestock and 

forestry

Damage to 
buildings and 
infrastructure

Effects on the 
health and 

wellbeing of 
people



It’s about mitigtion and adaptation….

Mitigation - making the 

impacts of climate change 

less severe by preventing 

or reducing the emission 

of greenhouse gases into 

the atmosphere.

Adaptation - anticipating 
the adverse effects of 
climate change and taking 
appropriate action to 
prevent or minimise the 
damage they can cause



What are the 
control/influences 
of the AONB 
Partnership?

• Management of land partners own e.g. Malvern 
Hills trust

• Working with partners to ensure climate 
resilient practices – mitigation/adaptation

• AONB Management Plan 

• Greater recognition and guidance on climate 
change?

• Grants and funding – only contributing to climate 
positive aims

• Active travel – provision of bike infrastructure, 
walking/cycling signposting





Planning for 
action on 
climate 
change….

● Make the public commitment to tackle climate change

● Identify and prioritise actions:

○ Where are the key risks and impacts to the AONB

○ Actions where you have control or strong influence

○ Have the biggest impacts

○ Timeframes – short/medium/long

● Specify who will be responsible for delivery

○ Which partners are necessary?

○ Resources?

● What will be the monitoring and measures of progress?



Thank You!


